THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
murder of Scrope. Pope Innocent VII published a sentence of
excommunication against all those concerned in that crime,
but when Henry protested and defended himself Gregory XII
raised the excommunication and did nothing more. What a
gulf between this attitude and that of the Holy See in the days
of Becket's murder, during the height of the true Middle
Agss! There is no better example of how all medieval ideals
were declining.
Bramham Moor. The last effort to get rid of the usurper
came in 1408 (February). Northumberland had been wandering
in exile ever since his son had lost the battle of Shrewsbury;
but now, more than four years after that defeat, he raised a
few forces, insufficient for his purpose, and again challenged
his enemy. The royal army met his at Bramham Moor, near
Tadcaster, on February 18, 1408, and was easily successful.
Another piece of good fortune for the new dynasty, and one
which was to have very great consequences, was the beginning
of the civil war in France. The King of France at the moment,
Charles VI, the grandson of that King John who had been
captured at Poitiers, suffered from intermittent lunacy. He
was married to a most disloyal, shameless German wife, Isabella
of Bavaria, and in the presence of this impotence of the monarchy
of France two factors struggled for power in that country*
The first was headed by the Duke of Burgundy, the cousin of
the King, who had built up by inheritance and marriage an
almost independent kingdom of his own in the east of France.
The second was headed by the King's nephew, the Duke of
Orleans. Burgundy, in 1405, had got hold of the King and
of his heir, the Dauphin, who was then a boy only nine years
old. At first the Orleans faction bore with this, but that did
not save their chief* who was murdered by the Burgundian
faction in November 1407. Orleans left a young son, who
inherited the vendetta, The Orleans faction was now known
as the Armagnacs, from the name of the father-in-law of the
Duke, and between Orleans and Burgundy France was falling
into civil war.
Death of Henry IV. Henry IV of England interfered.
While the Armagnacs were besieging Paris in 1411, to get hold
of the mad Bong Charles, whom the Burgundians held within
the city, the King of England sent a small contingent of aooo
men to help the Burgundians to resist, stipulating as his price
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